
R~.,..
FCc ~,

'1
MM Docket 93-48

Federal Communications Commission
O'mce of the Secretary
1919 M Street, NW
Washington DC 20554

Dear FCC:

June 12, 1995

-2 0 1995
FCC MAIL P'J "'" ~

I am pleased that you are seeking comments from parents and children on ways
to Improve children's tetevtslon programming. As a parent, I am concerned wtth the level
of violence th.at dominates children's cartoons. It estabHshes a world view of "us versus
them". The use of violence is the predomtnate approach to problem soMng. We don't
want our children growing up in a world of fear wtthout hope.

It would be wonderful if rules and regulations could encourage more shows that
had adventure, exploration, gender balance, mullcultural appreciation and problem
solving wtthout violence. There are some shining examples for school age children,
mostly but not exclusively from PBS - The Magic School Bus series, Storytlme,
Ghostwriter, Aladdin, Captain Planet, Scooby-do.. They have stories to tell that aren't
the "bad guys are taking over" variety. Why can't there be more bUilding and discovery?
Girls are absent or peripheral to most shows. When my daughter was barely 4, she said
"I don't like that show. There are no girls In it. II

I see too much destruction and darkness in Batman, Botmaster, Gargoyles,Mighty
Max, Transformers and Power Rangers. The educational disclaimers at the end of these
shows do little to mitigate the violent solution approach used in the preceding 29 minutes
but my children do take note of them. Perhaps a well publicized scorecard of the acts
of violence per show in children's cartoons would hetpan of us make better choices. Ask
the producers to measure and report the number of hits, kicks, shots, captures and other
assaults per show whether against robots, people or monsters. Publicize it through 1V
gUides, cable bitts and quarterly newspaper articles. They make enough money from
these half hour advertisements to pay someone to do the counting.

I have seen advertisements for Violent R rated movies durIng children's vlewtng
times. It was 4:30p.m. when I saw an ad depicting a prone man then a shot of an
upraised bat. The two did not connect but children could certainly make the connection in
their own imagination. I have seen movie ads with explosions and guns. I believe TV
stations should be restricted from showing ads for violent R rated movies during
children's televtsion shows from 6:30 a.m - 8:30 a.m and 3:30 - 6 or 8 p.m.

I hope you will be successful in encouraging improvements in children's programs.
There are some good choices out there b~ not enough. r-J
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